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WELCOME - ENGLISH EDITION

Marhaba & Welcome to
Qatar

Qatar is a country that whispers ancient stories through the alleyways of Souq
Wagqjif and shouts modern ambition through the gleaming skyline of West Bay. In
one weekend, you can sail past pearling-era forts at dawn, marvel at I.M. Pei's
geometric masterpiece on the corniche by midday, dune-bash through the inland
sea at sunset, and dine at one of the world's finest restaurants by night.

This guide is your insider passport. We've packed it with destinations locals love, dishes you must
taste, hotels worth waking up in, and practical tips that turn a trip into a triumph.

Whether you're here for 48 hours during a layover, a romantic getaway, a family adventure, or
business with hospitality between meetings — we've got you covered. When you need real-time
help, our Al concierge is one tap away at gatarmate.ai.

“Travel is not about the destination — it's about the moments that
change you.”

— The QatarMate Team

The Arabic edition continuesonpage 17 — EEEEENE EEEEEEN EEEN BN EEEEEN 17
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CHAPTER 01

Heritage & Culture

Long before skyscrapers, Qatar was a land of pearl divers, falconers, and Bedouin
traders. That spirit still beats in the alleys of Souq Wagqif, the galleries of Katara, and
the cubist limestone of the Museum of Islamic Art.

Souq Wagqif at dusk — Doha's beating heart

Soug Waqif

Souq Wagqif ("the standing market") was a trading post since the late 19th century. Restored in
2006, it preserves mud-brick walls, wooden-beam ceilings, and labyrinthine alleyways. Come for
spice alleys, textile lanes, the falcon souq, and the food courts that fire up at 7pm.

Insider tip
Visit twice. Day for the markets, night for the lanterns and cinematic alleys.
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Museum of Islamic Art's stepped cubist form over Doha Bay

Museum of Islamic Art

I.M. Pei traveled the Muslim world for six months before designing the MIA. Inspired by the
9th-century ablution fountain at Cairo's Ibn Tulun Mosque, he extracted the language of cubes,
octagons, and stepped tiers. Opened 2008 on its own peninsula connected by a palm-lined

causeway.

Plan your visit
Entry QAR 50 (~$14). Closed Mondays. The 5th-floor IDAM restaurant by Alain Ducasse — book a week

ahead.
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Katara Cultural Village

Qatar's cultural centerpiece — a sprawling village of art galleries, opera houses, mosques,
beaches, and restaurants framed by sandstone walkways and traditional pigeon towers. The iconic

Arabic-style amphitheater faces the Persian Gulf.

Katara amphitheater overlooks the Persian Gulf

National Museum of Qatar

Jean Nouvel's interlocking-disc masterpiece (2019), inspired by the desert rose crystal. 539 curved
discs in 76 sizes — no two identical. 11 immersive galleries through Qatar's history.

Al Zubarah Fort & Sheikh Faisal Museum

Al Zubarah: UNESCO World Heritage, 90 minutes north — once a thriving 18th-century pearling
town. Sheikh Faisal: a private collection of 30,000+ objects from vintage cars to Islamic

manuscripts.

Did you know?

Qatar's National Museum has 539 curved discs in 76 sizes — no two identical. It's shaped like the desert

rose crystal that grows naturally in arid regions.
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CHAPTER 02

Modern Doha

Doha rewrote itself in two decades. Empty desert and a fishing harbor became a
vertical skyline of mirrored towers, an artificial island, and a brand-new city to the

north.

The Pearl Qatar — artificial island shaped like a string of pearls

The Pearl Qatar

Built on former pearl-diving beds, The Pearl is a 4 sq km atrtificial island opened in 2009. Houses
45,000 residents across precincts: Porto Arabia (Italianate marina), Qanat Quartier (mini-Venice
with canals), and Costa Malaz (Moroccan-inspired beach district).

Hidden gem
Walk Qanat Quartier in the early evening — pastel buildings and gondolas, dinner at La Spiga.
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Lusail - Corniche - Aspire

Lusail: 30 minutes north of Doha, a 38 sq km master-planned city — home to Lusail Stadium (2022
World Cup Final), Place Vendéme Mall, and Lusail Boulevard (modeled on the Champs-Elysées).

Doha Corniche: a 7 km waterfront promenade from MIA to Sheraton Park. Best at sunrise

(peaceful) or after sunset (lit-up skyline reflections).

Aspire Park & Tower: Doha's largest urban park anchored by The Torch — at 300m, the city's

tallest hotel.

Doha Corniche at sunset with West Bay towers and dhows

Did you know?

Lusail sits where Qatar's founder Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed Al Thani had his summer retreat in the

19th century.
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CHAPTER 03

Desert & Adventure

Drive an hour south of Doha and the skyline disappears — replaced by orange
dunes, blue lagoons, and silence.

Khor Al Adaid — the Inland Sea at the Saudi border

Khor Al Adaid — The Inland Sea

One of the few places on earth where the sea reaches into the desert. UNESCO natural heritage
site. Only accessible by 4x4 with a guide. Typical tour: hotel pickup, dune bashing, camel rides,
sandboarding, Arabic coffee around a fire, BBQ dinner under the stars. Day safari $89/person;
luxury overnight $450-650.

Banana Island - Falconry - Camel racing

Banana Island: a 25-min ferry to a private island resort with infinity pool and water park. Falconry:
UNESCO-listed Qatari heritage — visit the Falcon Souq. Camel racing: Friday mornings at Al
Shahaniya with tiny robot jockeys controlled remotely.

Did you know?

Qatar's Saker falcon is a status symbol. Trained falcons cost $5,000 to $250,000+. They get passports
and fly first class on Qatar Airways — with their own seat.
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CHAPTER 04

Qatari Cuisine

Slow-cooked spice, generous hospitality, Bedouin practicality. Cardamom and
saffron. Plus 70+ expat cuisines turning Doha into one of the region's most exciting
food cities.

Machboos — Qatar's national dish

9 dishes to find

Machboos — National dish. Fragrant basmati slow-cooked with lamb, dried lime, cardamom,
saffron.

Harees — Ramadan staple — cracked wheat & shredded meat in a smooth porridge with ghee.
Lugaimat — Golden fried dough drizzled in date syrup. Most beloved dessert.

Karak Tea — The national obsession. Strong black tea with milk, cardamom, sugar. QAR 1 a cup.
Madrouba — Creamy rice porridge with chicken, ghee, cardamom. Iftar staple.

Ghuzi — Festive whole roasted lamb on saffron rice with almonds and raisins.

Balaleet — Saffron vermicelli noodles topped with omelet. Strange and delicious.

Saloona — Daily comfort stew — meat or fish with tomato, onion, spices, rice or bread.

Thareed — Hearty stew over crispy bread discs. Pure comfort food.
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Where to eat

Authentic Qatari: Parisa Souq Wagqif (Persian-Qatari fusion in a mirrored interior), Al Mourjan
(Corniche skyline view), Shay Al Shomous (Souq Wagif teahouse run by Qatari women).

Fine dining: IDAM by Alain Ducasse at MIA (sunset views), Nobu Doha at Four Seasons
(oceanfront), STK Doha at The Pearl (yacht views), Hakkasan Doha at St. Regis (Michelin-quality).

Karak tea — Qatar's national obsession

Did you know?

Qataris consume around 3.4 kg of dates per person per year — among the highest in the world. Date
palms have been farmed in Qatar for over 4,000 years.
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CHAPTER 05

Shopping & Malls

Qatar's malls aren't just shopping — they're climate-controlled cities. With summer

temperatures of 45°C+, malls are the country's town squares. Ice rinks, theme

parks, indoor canals with gondolas, snow parks, and entire indoor cities.

The grand dames

Villaggio Mall — Italian-themed with indoor canal, gondoliers, ice rink, theme park.
Mall of Qatar — largest in Qatar with central Oasis stage.
Place Venddme — newest luxury mall in Lusail with Parisian theme, 600+ stores.

Mid-tier & family

Doha Festival City — IKEA, Snow Dunes, Angry Birds World.

City Center Doha — West Bay hub with ice rink, bowling, 350+ stores.
Lagoona Mall — boutique luxury on The Pearl.

Souq Wagif — traditional market for souvenirs, spices, carpets.

Top souvenirs

Brass dallah coffee pot, premium saffron, Arabian perfume, pashmina, dates from Bateel. Qatar has NO

VAT.
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CHAPTER 06

Where to Stay

The St. Regis Doha — West Bay's iconic landmark

The 6 we'd stay at

The St. Regis Doha — West Bay - from $420/night — iconic ribbed tower, butler service,
Hakkasan onsite.

Four Seasons Doha — Corniche - from $380 — beachfront with private cabanas, Nobu Doha,
family-friendly.

Mandarin Oriental — Msheireb - from $390 — boutique luxury with La Mar rooftop skyline views.

Kempinski Residences — The Pearl - from $310 — resort-style apartments, walking distance to
dozens of restaurants.

Waldorf Astoria Lusail — Lusail Marina - from $450 — Doha's newest ultra-luxury (2023).

Banana Island Resort — Private island - from $400 — 25-min ferry, beach, infinity pool, water
park, spa.

Did you know?

Doha added over 30,000 hotel rooms for the 2022 World Cup. Result: some of the best 5-star value
anywhere — a luxury suite in Doha often costs less than a 3-star in Paris.
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CHAPTER 07

Practical Tips

14

Visa

Best time

Currency

Transport

Language

Dress

Alcohol

Tipping

Plugs

Emergency

Friday

Visa-free for 100+ countries (30-day stay). E-visa via the Hayya portal for others.

November to March (20-28°C). Avoid June-August (45°C+ heat).

Qatari Riyal (QAR). 1 USD = 3.64 QAR. Fixed peg.

Doha Metro (3 lines, modern, ~$2/day). Uber & Careem widely available.
Arabic official. English everywhere — signs, menus, hotels.

Cover shoulders & knees in public. Beachwear OK at hotel pools.
Available only in licensed hotel bars/restaurants. Never sold publicly.
Not mandatory but appreciated. 10% in restaurants.

Type G (UK 3-pin), 240V/50Hz.

999 — police, ambulance, fire.

Holy day. Shops open afternoon (after 1pm).

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar
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Useful Arabic phrases

Hello Lo
Peace be upon you PS"‘L" e)b.u.ll
Thank you (JUO¥)
Please cllas OO0
Yes /No P e
How much? <
Good morning gLy | c‘.uo
Goodbye dodluull &o
| don't understand P,a,gi 3
Beautiful! lJan>
Delicious! 13,3)
God willing all gL ol

Marhaba
As-salaamu alaykum
Shukran

Min fadlak / fadlik
Na'am / La
Bikam?

Sabah al-khair
Ma'a as-salama
La afham
Jameel!

Lazeez!

Insha'Allah
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U YOUR PERFECT TRIP [0

Sample 4-Day lItinerary

Day 1 Old Doha

Souqg Wagif morning - Parisa lunch - MIA afternoon - Al Mourjan dinner.

Day 2 Modern Doha

The Pearl morning - STK lunch - Lusail afternoon - Nobu dinner.

Day 3 Desert

Inland Sea full-day safari with overnight Bedouin camp option.

Day 4 Shopping & Departure

Villaggio morning - IDAM lunch - spa afternoon - Hakkasan dinner.
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Arabic Edition

17

Balall ast Ll &)l @izl (yo yhadl JolSIl el

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar

gatarmate.ai



38 (5 ey Li>so

M @llall @ellas L8l 351 9 slinall Jolidg « gyl sic SISl ol HLiS G Joxillg
Byeghall By ingeSUl Lle duwaigll sb pl T dass 8 Joldlg zall sic §501 pac (gua>
bz )bl WiSay 83>l gornl dilgi dllac 8 .doMl Lyl gadsdl zll JYs o Eaasdl

gl g 1 adly Bom &85 yc dayadll danady Guog) Al yad

obasl Il syl Jg=i il ddaall milally Lgss blawdl Gaiws il @3lally gy O cam LAl
BUbYly gl Gl Lgas il Olgzglly ligiiss . J51all (o Wyduw lg> 50 Julall 130

- ole Baslg 8385 amy Lle lpa) Gelibauo3l elS3l g ymisS L6 ()98 8xclue Ll zlind Loicg
gt 28) Olelaizdl Gn Blus go Joc do) b ol dubile 8ysleo ol dumilogy dllac 3 ol ple Cades
I35 deluw 48 J Lo <iS clguw

«y9uai Low ST Ollasdll elli (o el phas . pss il Olasdll e o

dg>oll He pud raudl»

S8

18 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



Jo3l Juasll

dlailg lyl

S0 JSuin Dgaiall Lol Hall Camio yamg HUS (o) laog ably Gouw 481 3 LA
Zoall ells JI35 g .gaull ) lzdg (uyliwally 8501 olot Loyl ad ColS . Jagb gy bl
Ol Jub

ol dsgall b gauddl sic Cadly Houw

«29lg (9o

luno dyldl Llg> (3lais Sill 3gStall degamog «ystuall Gowg sl lyang «olylgdl ey 483
Joi &zl didly duininl dadunly dpidall iz Gle Uadlae 2006 ple Il Goudl 2 lisl sl

O guially gl dpblall )il chmuall (o gadl 4] il pise gulidl o)dll 5lel duo byl 13S0 IS

«a8lgll (§gull» adlg (§gw
J31I (e dousai

(Sloiew sgine LI 48531 Jooig padloall slal Loaie Guadidl Ogyé 3 8r09 (e 9 Blogwl &) 1)lgs 850

O Gl )

19 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



20

Selai Jo

«ablglly qudl sl> Lid (og dadire Wlaie Ll pgailay Hemay )l HlSg «oassy Boudl OIS .Gl Gawge Slg

o Ll gy Casly Gow OIS

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



gl gl (9% z)aiell LreSall diSagy Lol Hall Camio

ol Gl Cisie

poddl oMl Hall Camie ool Lill dz)aiell ilahlly liatally coleSell d2) g il &zl Gloyl
i g Byalall L Heleb (nl golz b sl Bl (o palinnl Jaxlg Uas basy o)l Jub yguil diaw 80
odawl @l el 6 38l oMl Hall Canio prosaiy Lole 91 yazll (ro @I (b al (ST calS Losic

gl oaslb] JosT (sa5] pady Gueldl gillall Ggdo bls 3 e ale 1400 Gle aiad Goslwdl Hall (o

la) Jato 3 dsgocmo 51l 9 . Jusidl nish Yo BLin yuuz yus s poSIl St uslibaiol i s
le 2008 ale Casiall sl

I5,u3) b

ol Jid j2ol kb 8 Olzgll Juadl (o puelsl Gillall 8 GulSes (I Capid) e2hs .ouiddl oo
2395 14 Lylad 31, 50 Jgsal qun)

21 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



a9oladl I Us 4,9
dyaudsidl Cl)ﬂlg alaxdl Cl)gi g sy dyyn> Wiy dasiye LglS (ecllaallg ¢ blguidly a>lunolly Zoluallg
o3l 5939 (Al Uo)lee o Baiae )8 Ol Jas jSHo Lo LS

(0938l Ogpiino slurisd HUS bl Il il @ e ilndanall abodly godl a3l szl il Joad @
Loyl Skl (o glinall zgiaall gl (yo 1l

ol zdsl Gle Jlay [HUS 6 .J!gm;il ol

ibgll »hd oo
bl Liluidly Lol gyl yue @3sh holé Loyes 11.2019 ale zusdl clysuall 8359 8)sls (0 8lgiumll
ASoLaniall Lol I3 Jubgs ols dass

Selai Jo

lgio HUS! @lans 3 Lalio Loz 76 o Lisvie Loyd 539 Lle (i Ginall o)l gbliadl 9 Lsbs goi 859l

B9 shmall 839 JSb Lle ibgll s Canio

22 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



SWI Juasll

db =]l d>g.ll

Jlaidl (6 833> digdeg «dlolS dsclibasol )25 byl ZIn3l o didgac dgzly (Il 3243
o cliwog d6)l6 chymuo ColS Cus . (pade B lgwds LS slel digas d>gall

538) JSub e duclibuuol 805 ks 531501

N vESs
2109 dglglI
OlgiBy Bgle g dudidl (o Byuas A duugisdll Olgidlly (Sl Shiall Gle Gl LyyLall
Lol)l 838 dsamwgiall Blodl G clisl jue (Sl 45000 g 3l @i .2009 ale Coxizdl dyye lyioghS
4 \gi>luso dxclibniol 852 850501 yad 8 8511 Lle Losall (3blie pal (o OIS Lo Ll iy
dso5> 8 9>

Uplall Gle Jhaall (6 cliall Jobis bl (yo 8ysiuo dalad LgilSy gad Fgausll L)ledy Olgadlly
Lol Gl .clusall Bl L8 Wlgaall Lo 9 Jo=

23 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



24

[ . o
Rlhwl gu)esil Juwgl
Jawolt i iladl e Gle Juwgl 3)laderg «duwniyall dolxall agaild Ludl Jgog 2022 @llell oS
lgs Cansdl Eus Jaung) sl @us oS 38 dolure e dlabaie 8332 dinde «d>gall Jloub dids 30 asy
Lle.
d>gall GinyeSt slall e beliaall Zln3l lwlSail d5)) Ogyall a2y gl Gueiad] Gopd i Juad3l .63)Ll

28031 9 448 Lol Hgilauid 03iie L] Lodwl Hall Camin (o gl (uas @S 7 Jokay sy eiree.

dlsinll z 39 pluanl 0310} o 300 ¢lai)l Lle dgsall 8 G Llel Gigiladl daidl gy dlaweis d>gall b

duclytll CSlhally sl gl il go Logpdll e dogall GinsysS

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



0 yolallg cly=uall

bl 38 o iy Cux 138 . wuallg <18) 1 Wl uaudly ddlas dl HLasdl (o zgoin
0238 b saio 1gilSe Spaniall 5831 bk iniwg dosall Lgin dcbw gl

3920l 39350l 4 clyo GBIl Cus LIl sl aaal o>

SIS1al ol aasll oo

s dole 8yl ] Joogll cliSos 3 .allall Gaadall Glyil) gSuigdll dailsy duamo dibaio .clyzuall
515 I youdl Juay o @llall L6 Aldall SLo3l oo

Sl Gluwg 8)lisallg joall 805>

21 e llall @ @Sty Digag) LS g dbudill 6 daasdl glus 1Bl OlBlus gduall Bgws 5y oSuuigll
ails Lle (5ylad Ol 8)laall . dle diyasg oy Eblin dwol> 833> gaiio LIl oG da485 25 80 )le

eadl 805>

25 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



26

Selai Jo

ool @aasiay we2i dphadll b Gle o3l dz)yalb grlung raw Oljle> egra) ST ol ;393 250000 I

5000 (0 el yiall CalSs o oS BlSall 3059 sladl Libogll YUl 9 =l b0

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



s hill a.@,.u

dahiall 6 plakall 8)0] Gxall ST 53] d>g3)l ualy Gupigall (o duwiz 70 (o S|
oo ells Sl casl .ohacilly Juall Gugdg ol 2 Gunsg «srlac )l ish gub gl
d5lachylly el p)Slg sl dsgubhnall Jiloill 4S5 o (s)laill plakll

i) Gibogll aball Gagenall

lgiayai ) i1 9 J1 GLb3l

0baeilly Jaglly chbzall Goaglll o sl ab (93> 02 go (spbac amn i)l ibgll Gaball Gugiznal
A48dllg Goundl go 038y (pgrte e 2o chan Foune Ghgrxe ped Lilas) Gubo Gurell

sy 1S3 dgimoll soladl paill Gy ddgidiye dddo dusdd e WS Olagalll

eSU 3oy Jby Sadl o 24iSlg Jeally csdzl 2o (598 sgunl (5L . ibgll Gugell Sl sLis

(ano)ll sl L bl . Juby (rowwg Z25 g0 dean)S )l Bapac dguall
Aol Olwliol) Cillg jollls Hlyacill 51 go ramo JolS Lg)> (sjsdll

23y 0xe lg8gd daxe o Ohacilly dyyeds o il

Sl o1 )31 2o 2385 . Dlgig Juasg pblob go wlow i @ didy digllall

oo plab ddo s Golydl Lle CSuwi dgb diy il

27 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



ool Juasll

dg0llg (9ol

28

Ol Lo soind ddaall dnaall (ol dgall ool wamall L6 digio d2)3 45 Ll
Juai 8)ly> Ol )o 20 .dasSe e gl Gl 320 Gy Yo W¥go

HSUSI Sl

028 Joo ymin 2009 lall diyrog gy dud> .giad Luely Liiniluyd Gy W35G Jgaie )lady dudsls
U8 2o Ly pilly Jgo.

aé Jgo @Nasll 53Sall «dxlgll» & yuno go 2230 yio 500000 had 5 Jso xS,
po15 Gusly aidliilivg (slunyd i e Guwiyd @llay Jamwad 3510 oo ol.

Ol Jadl
A8Lan doyd dg s 92 Had . Juiy )9S uaeiisS Ui caexadl Go L slac palall liacill o aly> 100 ol

oo ds Gl

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



ol Juadll

o0l alsdl Ggiyl dgal Gupz)y il

LSl ashis il aslal doss isil AlJ420 (o pll galsdl dogall Guumy ilus
Jlabl 36 9195 @2ho duols GILS (Libli 380 (o GingeS)l d>gall Jigiaw H99
o 3 gy 3| 20 516 sy 390 (o e Jliigyel ulaile
pelboll Whide G e @giio §8d 310 Go 88Jall Guian) SunisaaS
2023 dolindll &85l oLiall 3 B3l 450 o Juwg) Lnylo Juws) Uysieol Coyoallg

L 1 ddle ddyas o (bl 1d8,85 25 8)lie 400 (o dols> dnj> jgoll Buj> gaxiie

29 QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



Ll Juadll

30

o> W L @lgy yuc duigiS)] 8yl Logy 30 dold] dgs 100 J 80 (yg
P45 Lulanél-guig) Cind .228-20 Luyle I yeades
b by JU) 3.64 5395 1. (gphaall Juyll
0990 0259 29l .p022 13> gl 3 &>l gyie
3L Eilgd (lidd HlSo JS (9 dpjul=idl droww) duyell
blidly el 33Ls 8 dgie Gblinll Gudlo .dslall oSledl 3 euirionall Lol
e gLy 3 duasyoll Golall 8 hbs yégi0
eclaall (6 10 .8)380 S) )bzl o
g8 240 . illayy g9
elab] «8lauw)] dbyis 999

sluno 1 32 ghall sw s Codovall . waiell agll

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar

8 LI
Cadg Juadl
dlesll
Jal

dalll

3!
Je=xsJI
deolys
owlgill

is)lohll

gatarmate.ai



dlliall Wi,

abl 4 dl>) goliy

31

doadll d>gall 1 agl

Ol L9 slie Iuac Godwdl Hall Camio Luyb b sl boluo Cably Gouw

danll d>gall 2 agull

9295 G slise Tac Juwg) claé bolus 85501

shouall 3 agull
bl 593l @usll i 2o JolS gy LI ol 5y lies

8)3l09 Ggui 4 pgull
Ol L6 clie luac lus claé bluo g2

QatarMate - Your Al Travel Concierge for Qatar gatarmate.ai



POWEREDBY Al - mEEEE EEEEEEN EEEEEEEENR

Need help planning?
Shubsil 9 Sacbuall Zlixi Jo

32

Our Al concierge is online 24/7 at qatarmate.ai — Free. No sign-up. Instant.
15299 a3 Hgn Ll . le 247 Zlie elidniodl cISA
THrenigS

m gatarmate.ai
m +974 5160 8866 (WhatsApp)

Om info@gatarmate.ai

QatarMate - The Insider Guide to Qatar - Edition 2025 - Made with care in Doha
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